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ELOISA AMEZCUA

Mission Bay

I heard you’re not dying anymore 
though the last time we spoke

the words blood-letting 
and hemochromatosis creeped 

out of your mouth hesitant 
as your I love you’s 

but you didn’t hesitate when you 
pointed your fingers shaped like a gun 

at the bridge on Mission Bay you told me 
about the time you were seventeen staring 

at concrete slabs connecting land 
and you dared your friend to jump in 

to the cold bay waters 
and the idiot broke his neck 

not the way your body would break you 
from the inside quietly 
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drowning itself in metallic 
compounds that make blood 

blood-colored and how red spilled 
from the idiot’s mouth agape 

and you and the other boys ran 
down steep steps to the bayfront 

and swam to pull his limp body
shattered onto the sloped shore 

though none of you knew 
how to touch a broken thing 

like I didn’t know how 
when I asked you years later 

to let me help you and you told me 
to let go and I didn’t hesitate 

not once to leave you broken
because what else could I offer 

except words unable to fix you
or me because I can’t help 

but think of myself when I think of you 
with your thick arms a needle a tube 
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connected to a machine taking from you 
what we both knew I could not. 
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